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sheep, and goats are raised in considerable numbers. Manufactures
are of but sEght importance. Woollen goods are woven at various
places where water-power is available, and there are breweries,
tanneries, and flour-mills at Ruschuk, Vidin, and elsewhere. Varna,
on the Black Sea, manufactures cotton goods. Copper is mined in
the country round Vratza.
THE BALKANS. The western and central parts of the Balkans
are covered with forests of oak and beech, and constitute one of the
chief timber reserves of the country. In the past these forests have
been recklessly exploited, but various arrangements have now been
made for their conservation. Agriculture is widespread in the val-
leys and on the lower slopes of the Mils, but is carried on by more
primitive methods than on the Balkan Foreland. There are deposits
of coal between Gabrovo and Sliven, but they do not appear to be
of much value. With the exception of the woollen mills at Gabrovo
and Sliven, the industries are mainly of a domestic nature.
In the fertile valleys which separate the Balkans from the
Sredna Gora and Kara]a Dagh, more especially in that of the
upper Tunja, one of the most important products is the rose,
from which attar of roses is distilled.
THE ROUMEIIAN PLAIN has a sheltered position and a fertile
soil, and, in addition to wheat and other temperate cereals, produces
rice, silk, and tobacco. The mulberry is cultivated and the silk-
worm raised around Philippopolis and Stara Zagora. Though
the bulk of the cocoons is exported, an increasing amount of silk
is reeled at home. " Rice is grown in the neighbourhood of Philip-
popolis, where a certain amount of irrigation is possible; the
area cultivated has more than doubled since 1918. Manufactures
are mainly confined to preparing the agricultural products of the
region for use or for export. Copper is mined neax Burgas.
THE RHODQPE REGION, Owing to its mountainous character,
its isolation, and the fact that it has been for so long under the rule
of the Turk, the economic value of this region is difficult to determine.
In the west, where there are large forests, much timber is cut and
sent down to the lowlands. Elsewhere, agriculture and pastoral
farming are the chief pursuits of the inhabitants. Various conces-
sions have been granted for the working of minerals in the region,
but so far the results have been of little importance.
THE  WESTERN   BASINS.   In  this  region,   which